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Headteacher’s Update

This term Maidenhill had some 
very exciting visitors as 20 

students from Narita High School 
in Japan joined us for one week. 
During their time here they took 
part in normal lessons, learning 
alongside Maidenhill students. 
They also took part in some 
extra-curricular activities such as a 
British bake off, a sports afternoon 
and a Japanese inspired art lesson.  
Our Japanese visitors then led two 
assemblies to teach Maidenhill 
students about life in Japan and 
led a Japanese workshop after 
school where Maidenhill students 
could eat Japanese food, play 
Japanese games and even try 
on traditional Japanese dress. 
The week was a tremendous 
experience for students from 
both schools and both learned 

Finding out about different countries and 
cultures is an important part of learning 

at Maidenhill and is an integral part of the 
curriculum. This is obvious in subjects such 
as geography and languages, but is also a 
fundamental part of our broad curriculum; 
from Religious Studies where students study 
a variety of world religions to Music where 
the roots of Blues and Jazz are discovered. 
Visiting other countries presents a real-life 
opportunity to experience another culture 
and our recent history visit to Berlin and our 
upcoming French visits to Paris and Boulogne 
add to students’ understanding of the world 
around them. 

It was an absolute delight to welcome our 
Japanese guests into school this term. 
Watching our students getting to know their 
Japanese counterparts communicating, 
laughing and sharing experiences added 
something very special to our week. Maidenhill 
students tasted green tea KitKats and rice 
balls wrapped in seaweed, whilst our Japanese 
guests enjoyed a traditional roast dinner.

Japanese Visit 2019

so much about the differences 
and similarities between the 
two countries. Our visitors 
commented on how welcoming 
Maidenhill students were and 
how well they represented their 
country and local community. 
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On Monday 25th February 
“Positively Mad” visited to 

deliver a presentation to Year 9 
and 10 students called “Mastering 
Student Motivation”. As you would 
guess from the title, the main 
focus of the event was motivation. 
Jay (our presenter) told us about 
his life and what he went through 
and why we all needed to be 
motivated to carry out a certain 
task or reach a personal goal. He 
explained to all the students that 
he believed that you need to set 
targets to reach the ultimate goal, 
which for us is to get good grades 
in our GCSEs and to end up with 
the job that all of us want.

Jay showed us that success wasn’t 
measured by the amount of money 
a person made; it was about how 
you felt about the job i.e. if you 
were happy about it or not, but he 
also explained that family was the 
biggest motivation and sometimes 
our parents are not happy with 

Positively Mad
their job but they still do it to “give 
us a spring in our feet”.

I think this made us all think about 
the way we behaved and that 
sometimes we need to motivate 
ourselves to reach our true 
potential, to be able to achieve our 
ultimate goals.

We all had to think about the little 
targets we need to set ourselves 
to reach the biggest target, which 
in this case was to complete Year 
10 successfully. Jay told us that we 

needed to constantly look at our 
targets and continue to motivate 
ourselves. An example of these 
targets was to revise more often 
at home which would improve 
our school work and therefore 
increase our confidence. I felt this 
presentation really did motivate us 
to work towards the ultimate goal.

Our thanks to the Stonehouse 
Rotary Club for financially 
supporting this event.

Leo Russo, 10DKP

Berlin

On the Friday before half-term, 
27 students from Years 9-11 

went on a history visit to Berlin. 
We flew from Heathrow airport 
and some of us had never been on 
a plane before! On the Friday night 

we visited the Reichstag which is 
the German Parliament. We went 
in the glass dome and saw Berlin by 
night. On Saturday, we went on a 
guided walking tour of the city and 
visited the Holocaust memorial. 

We visited the Topography of 
Terror Museum and learned 
about the SS, Gestapo and 
concentration camps run by the 
Nazis. We also had a guided tour 
of the Stasi Museum where we 
learned about Communist Berlin 
and how the government spied 
on people. On Sunday, we visited 
the Sachsenhausen concentration 
camp. We then had a guided tour 
of the Olympic stadium and we 
visited the changing rooms, the 
press room and the VIP boxes. 
On Monday, we flew home to 
Heathrow airport. 
It was a really busy few days and we 
learnt so much.

Tyler Needham 10HKA
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Bath Fashion Museum

Future Chef

 MAIDENHILL  NEWS:  SPRING 2019

Chefs butchering lessons

Year 7 and 8 had the opportunity to visit Bath Museum of Fashion 
where they had the opportunity to study real costumes from 

Elizabethan times to the present day. They looked at how clothing has been 
enhanced and embellished throughout the ages and students all got the 
chance to create their own piece of embellishment.

Our most budding chefs from 
Years 7 to 9 attended a day at 

Forest Green Rovers working with 
chefs to create a vegan menu for 
the public. 

They returned two weeks later 
in order to cook their final menu 
and served over 100 people from 
footballers (the first team and U18 
team), pensioners from a local 
church group and Year 2 from the 

HIT training have been 
supporting some of our Year 10 

lessons.  They have shown students 
how to butcher poultry and fillet 
fish, whilst discussing economising, 
seasonality and cooking a final 
meal. In the latest lesson the chefs 
taught the students how to fillet 
and portion a salmon thinking about 
cost control, as well as how they 
would use the off cuts in dishes like 
fish pie and fish cakes. Students 
deboned and then made a fusion of 
Asian flavours and baked the fish in a 
parchment parcel. These skills have 
supported students in achieving the 
highest practical skill grades for their 
final assessments. The chefs will be 
returning next term with previous 
students from Maidenhill that are 
now qualified chefs at Calcot Manor. 

Last term Sam French and Alexi 
Natividad were selected as the 

Maidenhill winners of the national 
cookery competition “FutureChef”; 
there were some fantastic entries! 

On 18th January they went on to 
compete against the other county 
finalists. Both students and the 
chefs judging said that the standard 
was very high and that they did 
incredibly well! 

Vegan Chefs
local school. They cooked everything 
themselves (all vegan – lasagne, 
garlic bread, salads, brownies, 
pastries and wedges) from scratch 
and then ran the whole event!

It was very exciting and new for 
the students to learn about vegan 
cookery and even more exciting to  
be on BBC radio Gloucestershire 
and FGR media. They were a  
credit to the school.
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Logo designer

Stroud Textiles Trust Final Food Assessment
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Cyber Security Challenge

“Great Big Dance Off” is a popular 
national dance competition open to 
schools all across England & Wales.

Congratulations to graphic 
designer Cameron Scott-Taggart, 
Year 10 for winning the “Great 
Big Dance Off” logo design 

On Monday 11th and Thursday 14th February, Year 11 students 
completed their final practical assessment with the theme of street 

food or lacto-vegetarian diets. They successfully prepared, cooked 
and presented their final assessment dishes, each preparing 3 courses 
within 3 hours. Some of the staff enjoyed tasting and feeding back to the 
students which was a crucial part of their final evaluation.

In February, Stroudwater Textiles 
Trust came in to teach Year 

9 textiles students about dying 
with natural substances. The 
workshops, led by Ann Taylor, had 
us using different natural dyes. 
Turmeric gave a bright yellow, black 
beans gave a blue colour, madder 
root gave a soft red and cochineal 
that gave a deep red colour and is 
made from hundreds and hundreds 
of very tiny beetles.

We investigated how different 
materials affected the colour of the 
dye. Sodium bicarbonate turned 
the yellow turmeric red then by 
adding vinegar, this turned back to 
yellow. We learnt how important it 
is to ‘mordant’ fabric before dying 
– this means that fabric is soaked 
in a substance such as salt, vinegar 
and alum, which helps the dye fix 
or ‘bite’ into the fabric. It was really 
enjoyable and very educational.

Natalie Brint, 9FDB

Callum Cheeseman and Tyler 
Needham (Year 10) and 

Ashley Rowles (Year 11) have been 
taking part in the Cyber Security 
Challenge created by GCHQ to 
engage young people in Computer 
Science. There are a number of 
levels that the students have to 
get through and all three of the 
students mentioned have got 
through 3 of the 5 levels. Here is a 
taster of what kind of challenge they 
face: A bike is locked but doesn’t use 
the conventional 4 digit code. Can 
you figure out what the code is to 
unlock the bike?
10010110+10101011

iDEA Certificate
iDEA stands for Inspiring Digital 
Enterprise Award and has been 
setup by the Duke of York to 

recognise digital entrepreneurial 
skills needed to be successful in the 
digital age. There are four different 
areas that the students have to 
complete; Citizen, Entrepreneur, 
Worker and Maker. Currently there 
are two stages, bronze and silver. 
As part of the core computing 
curriculum that Year 10 students 
are taking, they have completed 
numerous units to achieve an 
iDEA certificate ranging from 
studying bitcoin and its effects on 
e-commerce to teamwork, coding 
and e-safety. Congratulations 
to Ashley Rowles, Faith Bonsor, 
Callum Cheeseman, Tyler 
Needham, Issy Workman, Bella 
Hannis and Charlie Rudge who 
have already accomplished their 
silver awards.

competition. Cameron designed a 
unique and eye catching logo which 
was embroidered onto a beanie 
hat, t-shirt and bag. There were lots 
of entries from Maidenhill students 
and competition entries from a 
school based in Swindon. Well done 
Cameron.
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County LinesCharity News

Onatti

On Monday, 4th March, our 
Year 9s saw an interactive play 

to raise awareness around Child 
Criminal Exploitation – specifically 
the strand of the County Lines 
drug trafficking model that sees 
vulnerable adults and young people 
targeted by organised groups and 
gangs to groom, trick, trap and 
manipulate them into trafficking 
drugs and sometimes weapons. 

The play was provided by the 
Stroud District Community Safety 
Partnership, using funding from 
the Police Crime Commissioner, 
because it is unknown how many 
young people across the country 
are being forced to take part 
in gang activity and are being 
exploited through child criminal 
exploitation, or ‘County Lines’. The 
Children’s Commissioner estimates 
there are at least 46,000 children 
in England who are involved.
 
Tragically the young people 
exploited through ‘County Lines’ 
can often be seen by professionals 
as criminals. In Gloucestershire the 

Christmas Fayre

On 18th December, 18 tutor groups 
took part in organising a stall to 
fundraise for Teckels Animal Shelter. 
The event took place after school 
and was well attended by parents 
and students. Stalls included hot 
chocolate, guess the weight of the 
cake, how many sweets in a jar, 
teachers pet, ice a biscuit and a 
tombola. Over £280 was raised for 
the charity and it was a wonderful 
experience for all students involved. 
Thank you to everyone who came.  

Faith Bonsor, 10RIS

Non-Uniform Day
Two non-uniform days have taken 
place raising much needed money 
for charity. On 21st December 
staff and students raised over £130 
for Save the Children by joining in 
with Christmas Jumper Day. More 
recently another non-uniform day 
was held for Comic Relief’s Red 
Nose Day where students had to 
wear red to show their support.  

Cake Sales
Oliver Walters in Year 8 ran a 
Valentines Day cake sale in order to 
raise money for his charity of choice, 
Over the Wall. This is a national 
charity that supports children and 
young people facing serious health 
challenges. He raised £118. Well 
done Oliver.
A cake sale was also organised by  
some of the Year 10 girls who are 
working hard to raise money for a 
refugee charity based in Bristol.

aim is to recognise these vulnerable 
children as victims of trafficking and 
exploitation so that they receive the 
support they need to deal with the 
trauma they have been through. 
 
The performance and post show 
talk showed how gangs are 
deliberately targeting vulnerable 
children – those who are homeless, 
living in care homes or poverty. 
These children are unsafe, unloved, 
or unable to cope, and the gangs 
take advantage of this. 

The performance was excellent 
and clearly enhanced our Year 9’s 
awareness of:
•  What is County Lines and how 

can it affect young people
•  The Grooming process and how 

it can apply to County Lines
•  The similarities and potential 

crossovers between Child 
Criminal Exploitation (CCE) and 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

•  Where to go for help & advice

Mr. R. Lloyd
Learning Community Leader

Onatti, a French professional 
touring company, were 

welcomed to Maidenhill to 
perform their latest play ‘La Salle 
des Enigmes’ to a packed and 
enthusiastic audience of Year 
8 and 9 and Key Stage 4 GCSE 
French students.

The two actors were ably 
supported by Year 9 student 
volunteers, Liam, Ben, Jamie and 
Kieran, resulting in much hilarity as 
they tried to crack the code to free 
themselves from the escape room 
named in the title.
After the play, many students 

agreed that they had understood far 
more than they had anticipated and 
they would definitely recommend it 
to other French students as a great 
way to experience the language.
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Sports Leadership with PSALMS

Wise Children PE

On 6th February, Year 10 and 
11 GCSE Drama group went 

to watch a performance in the 
Bristol Old Vic. The play, directed 
by Emma Rice from the novel 
by Angela Carter called “Wise 
Children” was both comedic and 
challenging. The mature nature 
of the play led to some very 
unexpected events, which took 
most of us by surprise. The play was 
portrayed in a very Brechtian style, 
where we could see backstage and 
everyone (including the band) was 
on stage and visible. The actors 
portrayed their characters with 
extreme accuracy to the main 
themes: family, class and theatre. 
The controversy between upper 
class and lower class society 
was also very visible throughout 
the play. The use of illegitimate 
twins through three generations 
showed the family theme as 

In the Autumn term the Year 
10 sports leaders received 3 

coaching sessions on the theory 
and practice behind being a 
leader in sport from PSALMS, 
a local organisation who share 
Christianity through sport. 
During the final session the sports 
leaders, in groups, came up with 
a 20 minute session plan that 
could be delivered at the Year 7 
multi-sports club currently run 
by PSALMS. This term, 
the sports leaders have 
been delivering their 6 
sessions at lunch-times, 
supported by Emily 
Twigg the PSALMS 
worker for Stonehouse. 
‘The sports leaders have 
done an incredible job 
in leading and coaching 
Year 7,’ said Emily, ‘they 

Congratulations to Bethan 
Roberts who has qualified for 

the 13+ regional team selection 
for Tumbling. This photograph 
shows her proudly displaying her 
silver medal. Bethan will compete 
in the regional Championships 
later this month and then at the 
English Championships in May. 
Bethan has worked really hard and 
deserves this success. 

Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award

Twenty-seven of our Year 9 
students have signed up to 

complete the Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. On 5th March 
we had a very successful meeting 
after school which two staff from 
the award attended. The students 
began to create their profiles and 
had to state what they would be 
achieving in order to complete  
the award. 

They will need to complete 3 
months of volunteering, 3 months 
of physical activity and 3 months of 
a new skill followed by an additional 
3 months in one of these sections. 
These will need to be signed off by 
an assessor. They will then complete 
an expedition of 2 days and 1 night. 
We look forward to keeping you 
updated with their progress.

they had many obstacles to 
overcome. The fact that the two 
main characters (Nora and Dora) 
used to be showgirls and their 
father (Melchior Hazard) ran 
his own Shakespeare Company, 
exemplified the theme of theatre. 
Theatre was also presented with 
their main quote “what a joy it is to 
dance and sing”.

In our opinion, the play was layered 
with thought provoking issues yet 
was light hearted on the surface. 
It was a very enjoyable trip as the 
play made us laugh constantly 
with its humorous characters such 
as Grandma Chance. Overall, we 
really enjoyed the play because 
of the dark under layer yet it was 
riddled with humour through the 
majority of the play. 

Bonnie Denning and Molly Riddell, 
Year 10

had clearly put into practice what 
they had been taught, made it fun 
and did really well at coaching 
when necessary. Some weeks we 
had in excess of 30 Year 7s, yet 
the sports leaders embraced the 
challenge and did themselves and 
the school proud. Year 7 have 
treated them with respect and 
listened to them which has been 
great to witness and is a real credit 
to the school.’
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TERM 5
Tuesday 23rd April  Start of Term 5
Monday 6th May Bank Holiday Monday
Thursday 9th May Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 16th May  Full Governing Body Meeting, 5pm
Friday 24th May End of Term 5

TERM 6
Monday 3rd June Start of Term 6
Thursday 20th June Year 10 Mock Interviews
Thursday 27th June Leavers’ Ball
Friday 5th July Year 6 Discovery Day
Monday 8th July Year 6 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 11th July Full Governing Body Meeting, 5pm
Thursday 11th July Summer Concert, 7pm
Tuesday 23th July  End of Term 6

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Sharing Academic Excellence

World Book Day

The Friends of Maidenhill organised an Easter Bingo 
which was well attended by students, their parents and 

the wider community of Stonehouse. Thank you to everyone 
who supported the school in making this a success. I’m British and proud

And I’ll shout it out loud.
Of all the things that make me sing
If you have a minute then I’ll begin,

London is the very best;
not a place where you can rest,
Black cabs, the tower can all be seen
and not forgetting our lovely Queen.

She lives in a palace surrounded by guards
wearing bearskin hats as they stand in the yard.
It’s our Land of Hope and Glory
and we have a very historic story.

Lands abroad we discovered and conquered.
Sailors, scientists and new food uncovered.
Tobacco and potatoes to name but a few,
grown in the famous gardens at Kew.

Green lands, hills and plenty of tress. 
The game of cricket and not forgetting tea
we drink by the bucket load every day,
with jam and scones whilst watching a play.

My poem is now coming to an end.
British culture; there’s a lot so go tell a friend
of all the great things that makes us who we are.
Come visit and see if you can spot us from afar.

Jonty Brown, 8HAS

Year 8 have recently been studying multi-
cultural poetry. For an Independent Study 

task they had to create their own British 
culture poems.

Maidenhill students 
and staff took the 

opportunity to celebrate 
World Book Day on 7th 
March by taking part in a 
range of activities. The whole 
school seized the chance to 
embrace a DEAR moment in 
school, to Drop Everything 
And Read; highlighting the 
importance to immerse 
yourself in a good book  
when you get the chance.
Tutor groups have been 
battling it out with the 

World Book Day tutor 
challenge, students have 
been challenging themselves 
to write twelve word stories 
and year seven have been 
designing colourful book 
covers.

As a school we are committed 
to support reading and feel 
passionate about books. We 
are looking forward to seeing 
some of the outcomes from 
the internal and the national 
competitions. 


